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: An Account of the 
TWO BROTHERS, 
Perſeus and Demetrius, 


The Sons of Philip King of Macedon, 


HERE is ſomething ſo intereſting in the 
Story of the two Princes, the Subject of the 
following Narrative, that if it ſerv'd not to 

elucidate, and give a better inſight into the excellent 

Tragedy now on the Stage, it cannot but be thought 

worth reading; and therefore it ſeem'd proper to col- 
lect it on this Occaſion from the beſt Materials. 
Autigonus, who had taken upon him the Title of 
King of Macedon, ſettled the Succeſſion to his Domi- 
nions in favour of Philip (the Son of Demetrius his 
Predeceſſor,) who was then faurteen years of Age; 
or it may rather be ſaid that he return'd him the 
Scepter, which had only been depoſited in his hands. 

Philip poſſeſſed all the good Qualities that can endear 
a King to his People; ſuch as a lively Genius, an happy 
Memory, an eaſy Elocution, and an unaffected Grace 
in all his Actions; a beautiful Aſpe&, heighten'd by 
a noble and majeſtic Air which ſtruck the Beholders 
with Awe and Reſpect; a ſweetneſs of Temper, Aﬀa- 
bility, and a deſire to pleaſe univerſally ; to which 
was added a Valour and Intrepidity in War _ 5 
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far exceeded his Years. The exerting theſe Qualities 
in a proper manner was chiefly owing to the Coun- 
ſels of his Friend Aratus, a Man of the ſtricteſt Ho- 
nour and Probity z prudent in Council, and vers'd by 
long Experience in all the Art of War, How hap- 
py is it for a young Prince to poſſeſs a General of this 
Character; to know the Merit of theſe Qualities ; to 
be. ſenſible of their high Value; to be docil to his 
Advice, and to let himſelf. be guided by his wiſe 
Counſels. Z | 5 
Such was Philip at the beginning of his Reign, 
but having received a conſiderable Overthtow from 
the Romans ina battle at Apollonia, he (8. to change 
his Temper, and to throw off gradually the good 
- Qualities ſor which he had been fo juſtly admired : 
Inſtead of the Gentleneſs, Moderation, and Wiſdom, 
which he had till then diſplay'd, he treated Cities and 
States, not only with Pride and Haughtineſs, but with. 
Cruelty and Injuſtice; and even proceeded ſo far as 
to cauſe his Friend Aratus to be poiſon'd. And now 
having no longer his Glory in view, he abandon'd 
himſelf to Riot and Exceſs of every kind; the too 
common Effect of Flattery, whoſe ſubtle Poiſon ge- 
 nerally. corrupts the beſt Princes, and ſooner or later 
deſtroys the great hopes which had been entertained 
of: tlem. :: i 1921555 1 kD - 
From a Report that was ſpread among the States 
contiguous to Macedonia, that ſuch as went to Rome 
to complain againſt Philip were heard there, and many 
of. them very favourably; a great number of Cities, 
and even private Perſons made their Complaints in 
that City againſt. a Prince, who was a very trouble- 
- fom Neighbour'to them all, with the hopes, either 
ofs-having their injuries redrefsd, or; at leaſt, in ſome 
meaſure to conſole themſelves for them, by being al- 
lowed the Liberty to deplore them. FN 
Philip had two Sons, Perſeus and Demetrius. De- 
metrius was now at Rome, whither he had been = 


tion. 


n 
1 ; 


by his Father in order to Gd his Affairs in that 


City.” It was properly his Buſineſs to anſwer the ſe- 


veral Accuſations brought againſt his Father; but the 
Senate imagining that this would be a very difficult 


Task for ſo young a Prince, who was not accuſtom'd 
to ſpeak in public; to ſpare him that trouble, they 
ſent certain Perſons to kim to inquire, whether the 
King his Father had'not given him ſome Memorials ; 
and contented / themſelves - with his reading them. 
Philip therein juſtified himſelf to the beſt of his power, 


with reſpect to moſt of the Articles that were ex- 


hibited againſt him; but he ſhewed great diſguſt at 

the Decrees which the Roman Commiſſioners bad 
enacted, and at the treatment he had met with from 
them. The Senate ſaw plainly what all this tended 
to; and as the young Prince endeavoured to apolo- 
gize for certain Particulars, and aſſured them that 
every thing ſhould be done agreeably to the Will of 
the Romans, the Senate replied that his Father Phi- 
lip could not have acted more wiſely, or in any thing 
more obliged them, than in ſending his Son Deme- 
trius to make his Excuſes: That as to paſt Tranſ- 
actions, the Senate might diſſemble, forget, and 
bear with a great many things; that as to the future, 


they relied on the Promiſe which Demetrius gave 


of his conſtant Attachment to them, ſo far as was 


conſiſtent with the Duty he owed his Father; that 


out of regard to him Embaſſadors ſhould” be ſent to 
Macedon, to rectiſy, peaceably and without noiſe, 
whatever might have been hitherto amiſs ; and that 


as to the reſt, the Senate was well pleaſed to let Phi- 


lip know, that he was oblig'd to his Son Demetrius 


for the Tenderneſs with which the Romans behaved 
towards him. Theſe: marks of Diſtinction, which 


the Senate gave Demetrius with the view of exalting 
his credit in his Father's Court, only rais'd Envy 
againſt him and at length oecalion'd his Deftruc- 
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[ 6 71 
The Return of Demetrius to. Macedon, and the Ar- 
tial of the Embaſſadors, produced different Effects, 


according to the various Diſpoſitions of Mens Minds, 
who extremely feared the Conſequences = 


The People 
of a Rupture with the Roman, and the War that was 


een . were highly pleaſed with Demetrius, from 


the hopes that be would be the Mediator and Au- 
thor of a laſting Peace: Not to mention that they 

conlidered him 3s the Succeſſor to the Throne of 
Macedon after the Demiſe of his Father. For tho' he 
was the younger Son, he had one great Advantage of 
his Brother, and that was, his being born of a Mo- 
ther, who was Phil's lawful Wife; whereas Per /ejs 
was the San of 2 Cancybine, and even reputed ſup- 


poſititious. Beſides it was not doubted but that the 


Romans would place Demetrius on the Throne, as 
Herſeus had no Credit among them. And theft were 
the common Reports: 


On one ſide alſo Perſeus was greatly unealy,. as be 


feared that the Advantage of being elder. Brother 
would be hut a feeble Title againſt a Brother ſoperior 


to him in all reſpects 3 and, on the other, Philip ima- 


gining that it would not be in his to diſpoſe of 
the Thrane ac be pleaſed, beheld with a jealous Eye, and 
dreaded the too great Authorny of his Jeunet Son. 


It was alſo. a great mortification to him to fe riſing in 
his Life-time, and befare his Eyes, a kind of ſrcond 


Court in che Lever of Demetrius. Nor did the young 
Prince himſelf take ſufficient care to prevent or ſooth 
his growing Niſaffaction aowards him. Inſtead of en- 


deaewaning 16 approſs Foxy by Genglnels, Modeſty, 
and Coemplacency, he pnly wlaned it, by à certain 


Air of . w hich he had broyghe with him 
tram Rome, valuing himſelf upon. che Marks of Diſtinc- 
tion, with which he had been honour'd in that City; 
and not ſcrupling te declare, that che Senate had 
granted him many Things, * had refuſed his 
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_ Perſeus, 


Perſeus, in the mean white, ſaw wich infinite Pain 
that the regard of the Maredonians for his Brothet De- 
Marius, and his Credit and Authority among the Ro- 


mans \ncreaſed daily; and having now no Hopes of 


aſcending the Throne but by criminal Methods he 
made them his only Refuge. But not having Courage 
enough to put his Defigns in execution immediateſy, 
he began by founding the Diſpoſition of thoſe who 
were in [greateſt Favour with the King, and by ad- 
dreſſing them in obſcure and ambiguous Words. At 
firft ſome fermed not to enter into his Views, and re- 
jected his Propoſals, from believing there was more 
to de hoped from Demetrius. But afterwards ob- 
ſerving that Philip ſtill kept up bis Hatred for the 
Romans, which Ber 
Demetrius oppoſtd it to the utmoſt, they changed 
their Opinion. Judging naturally that the Jatter, 
whoſe Youth and Inexperience prevented his being 
ſuffciently upon his way: againſt the Artifices of his 
Brother, would one day fall a Victim to them; they 
thought it proper to cloſe with the ſtronger Party, and 
accordingly devoted thernfelves entirely to Perſeus. 
Having poſtponed the Execution of their more re- 
mote Deligns, they thought it enough for the preſent 
to employ their utmoſt Efforts to exaſperate the King 
againſt the Romans, and to inſpire him with Thoughts 
of War, to which he was already very much inclined. 
At the ſame time to render Demetrius every day 


* 


more ſuſpected, they induftriouſly on all Occaſions 


made the Diſcourſe turn in the King's Preſence upon 


the Romans ; ſome expreſſing the utmoſt Contempt 


for their Laws and Cuſtoms, others for their Exploits; 
fone ridiculing their Buildings, others fuch. Men as 
were in the higheſt Eſtimation. Demetrius, who did not 
perceive, the Scope and Tendency of thele Diſcourſes, 
never failed, out of Zxal for the Romans, and by way 


of Contradiction to his Brother, to take fire on theſe. 


Occaſions. Hence, without conſidering the Conſe- 
| quences, 
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eus endeavoured to inflame while 


the King, and opened the way to the Accuſations 
and Calumnies preparing againſt him; ſo that his Fa- 


181 


quences, he grew ſuſpect and ſtill more odious to 


ther did not communicate to him any of the Deſigns 
he continually meditated againſt Rome, but unboſom'd 
himſelf only to Perſeus. wo 
Philip was at this time ſomewhat elevated with the 
new Alliance which he had contraſted with the Baſ- 


tarne, who had ſent Embaſſadors to him, and with 


them ſeveral young Noblemen and Princes of the 
Blood; one of whom had promiſed his Siſter in mar- 
Tiage to one of Philip's Sons. Perſeus therefore took 
this Opportunity of addreſſing him in the following 
manner. Of what uſe can this be to us? We have 
not ſo much to hope from foreign Aids as to dread 


* from domeſtic Foes, We harbour in our Boſoms, 


* will not ſay a Traitor, but at leaſt a Spy. The 
«© Romans ever ſince he was an Hoſtage among them 


have reſtored. us his Body, but they till retain his 


<« Heart and Inclinations. Almoſt all the Macedo- 
« rians have their Eyes fixed on him, and are 
«© perſuaded that they ſhall never have any King but 
„ whom the Romans ſhall pleaſe to ſet over them”. 


By ſuch Speeches was the old King's Diſguſt per- 
petually kept up, tho' his Countenance ſeldom be- 


tray*d the Rancour of his Mind. = 
About this time the Army was review*d at a Feſti- 
val ſolemniz d every Year with religious Pomp and the 
following Ceremonies. A Bitch was divided into two 
Parts, and on each Side of the Road was laid a Part, 
between which the whole Company preſent made a Pro- 


ceſſion. (See Fer. xxxiv. 18.) At the Head of this 


March were carried the ſhining Arms of all the 
Kings of Macedon. The King with the Princes his 


Children went next, followed by all the royal Houſ- 


hold, and the Guards; and the March is cloſed by 
the Multitude of the Macedonians. On the preſent 
Occaſion the two Princes walked on each Side of the 

| King; 


ö 
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King; Perſtus being thirty Years of Age, and Deme- 


trins twenty - five; the one in the Vigour, and the 
vther in the Flower of his Age; Sons who might 
have made their Father happy, had he been rightly 
diſpos'd, and treated them in a proper manner. 

The Cuſtom was, after the Sacrifices which accom- 
panied the Ceremony were over, to exhibit a Kind of 
Foutnatnent, and to divide the Army into two Bo- 
dies, who fought with no other Arms than Files and 
Sticks, repreſenting a Battle. The two Princes com- 
manded each of them a Party. However, this proved 


not a ſham Fight, all the Men exerting themſelves 


with as much Ardor as if they had been contending 
for a Throne ; ſeveral were wounded on both Sides, 
and nothing but Swords were wanting to make it a 
real Battle. The Body commanded by Demetrius had 
very much the Superiority. This Advantage gave 
great Umbrage to Perſeus; His Friends on the con- 
trary rejoiced at it, judging that this would give him 


' a fayoutable Opportunity to form an Accuſation 


agaatt ha ͤ [ 3 ; 
The two Princes on that Day gave a grand Entertain- 
ment to the Soldiers of their reſpective Parties. Per- 


ſens whom his Brother had invited to his Banquet re- 


fuſed to come. The Joy was great on both Sides, 
and the Gueſts drank. in proportion, Their Diſcourſe 


naturally turn'd upon the Battle, and many ſevere 


kes and ſatirical Flings were paſſed upon the con- 
trary Party, without ſparing even the Leaders. Per- 


ſeas had ſent a Spy to obferve all that ſhould be ſaid 


at his Brother's Banquet, but four young Gentlemen 
who came by accident out of the Hall, having diſco- 
ver'd this Spy, gave. him very rough Treatment. 
Demetrius, who had heard nothing of this, ſaid to his 
Company, Come, let us go and conclude our Feaſt at 
my Brother's, to ſoften Bis Anger, (if be has any 
« remainins) by an agreeable Surprije; which will ſhew 
* our Frantneſs and Sincerity, and that wwe do not * 
| 5 | our 
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« hour any Malice againſt him.” All cried out they 


would go, except the Four, who were afraid their ill 
Treatment of the Spy would be returned. But De- 
metrius forcing them thither alſo, they concealed 


Swords under their Robes in order to defend themſelves 
in caſe of Neceſſity. When Diſcord reigns in Fami- 


Jies, it is impoſſible for any thing to be kept ſecret. 
A Man ran haſtily before, and told Perſeus, that De- 


metrius was coming with four armed Men in his 
Train. He might eaſily have gueſſed the Cauſe of it, 
as he knew that they were the Perſons who had abuſed 
his Spy: Yet to make this Action ſtill more criminal, 
he ordered the Doors to be locked; and from a Win- 
dow next to the Street called aloud to his Servants not 
to open the Door to Wretches who were come with 

a Deſign to aſſaſſinate him. Demetrius, who was a 
little warm with Wine, after having complained in 
a loud and angry Tone of Voice at being refuſed Ad- 


mittance, returned back, and took his Seat again at 


the Table, ſtill ignorant of the Affair relating to the 

The next Day, as ſoon as Perſeus could get an 
Opportunity to tee his Father, he entered his Apart-. 
ment with a very dejected Air, and ſtood a while at 
ſome diſtance from him, without ſaying a Word, 
Philip, ſurpriſed at this his ſilent Poſture, cried out, 
1s all well, my Son! why ſits that heavy Sorrow on your 
Brow! Alas, Sir, replied Perſeus, It is merely by good 
Fortune that you ſee me here alive. My Brother no 
longer lays ſecret Snares for me. He came in the Night 
to my Houſe with a Band of Aſſaſſins to murder me. Nor 


had I any other way to eſcape their Fury than by bari- 


cadoing my Door, and keeping the Wall between us. 
Perſeus perceiving by his Father's Countenance that he 
was ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment and Horror, added, I 


ou will condeſcend to lend me a patient Ear, I «will lay 
before you the whole State of the Caſe, Philip then 
told him, he would willingly hear him, and imme- 


diately 


Es e 
diately ordered that Demetrius ſhould be ſent for. He 
8 required that Ly/machus and Onemaſtes ſhould 
calPd in, to adviſe him on this Occaſion. Theſe 


were two of his intimate Friends, and far advanced in 


Years; who had not concerned themſelves with the 
Quarrel of the two Princes, and appeared very ſeldom 
at Court, Philip, whilſt he waited their coming, 


. walked up and down the Room in great Agitation, 


revolving various Thoughts in his Mind, his Son Per- 
ſeus ſtanding all the time at ſome diſtance. When 


Word was brought Philip that his two venerable 


Friends were come, he retired into an inner Apartment 
with them and two of his Body-guard ; permitting 
alſo each of his Sons to bring with him three Perſons 
unarmed; and having taken his Seat he ſpoke. to 


them as follows. Behold in me an unhappy Fa- 
* 


4 


while one is the Accuſer, and the other charged, 
cc 


truly or falſly, with the horrid Guilt of Fratricide. 
From certain Rumours indeed, and the ſtrange Be- 
& haviour that 1 have for ſome time obſerved between 
„ you (a Behaviour by no means ſuiting Brothers) 
« foreſaw and dreaded this impending Storm. And 
yet I hoped from time to time that theſe Diſcontents 
« and Animoſities would ſubſide, and every jealous 
« ſuſpicion vaniſh away. I recollected that contending 
% Kings and Princes, laying down their Arms, had 
frequently contracted Alliances and Friendſhips, and 
& that it was no unuſual thing for private Men to ſup- 
* preſs their Reſentments. I flattered myſelf that you 
« would one Day remember the endearing Name of 
e Brethren by which you are united; the Familiarity 
and Amity of the more ſimple and tender Years of 
„% Infancy; and above all, the Precepts ſo often in- 
ce ſtilled into you by me your Father; but alas! you 
heard them not; I ſung them, I am afraid, to a 
„deaf Ear. How often have J, ſetting before you 


Lay 
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„Examples of Diſcord between Brothers, ſhewed 
3 a 66 
you 
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ther, here ſitting in Judgment on my two Sons, 


4 — 
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% you the fatal Conſequences of - ſuch Procedure, 
which hath involved in Ruin not only themſelves, 
but their Children, Families, and nn 
Nor did I forget to propoſe good Examples fax 
your Imitation; and particularly the ſtrict Union 
between the two Kings of Lacedemonia, ſo advany 
tageous during feveral Centuries to themſelves and 
their happy Country; but that Diviſion and private 
Intereſt had changed the monarchic e 
into Tyranny, and proved the Deſtruction of 
Sparta; that by fraternal Concord alone the two 
Brothers, Eumenes and Atlalus, from ſuch low Be- 
ginnings as almoſt reflected Diſhonour on regal Dig - 
nity, had riſen to ſuch a pitch of Grandeur as to equal 
mine, or that of Antiochus, or any other King theſe 
Times can boaſt. From the Romans tao I cited 
Examples, which I had either ſeen myſelf, or heard 
from others; as of the two Brothers, Titus and 
Lucius Quintius, who both were engaged in War 
with me; and of the two Scipias, who defeated 
Anliochus; and of their Father and their Uncle 
© who were as inſeparable in their Death, as in the 
* Lnanimity of their whole Lives. But neither the 
Crimes of the former which were attended with 
ſuch dreadful Confequences, nor the Virtues of 
theſe, tho* crowned with continual Succeſs, could 
< prevail upon you myChildren, to abhor Diviſion and 
| Diſcord, or inſpire you with gentle and pacific Sen- 
e timents. Even while I am alive you turn your 
Eyes, and ſet your guilty Deſires upon my Throne; 
nay, you would have me live, till ſurviving one of 
you, I ſecure the Crown to.the other by my Death. 


„The fond Names of Father and Brother are inſup- 


. * 
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portable to you both. Your Souls are Strangers to. 
Tenderneſs and Love. A reſtleſs Deſire of reign». 
ing has baniſhed all other Sentiments from your. 
* Breaſts, and intirely ingroſſed your Care, But 
come, my Children, ſpeak what you have 1 2 
8 an 
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& and rend your Father's Ear with real or feigned 
« Accuſations; vent all your reciprocal Slanders, by 
* way of Preamble to your ſlaughteriog Hands, Speak 
«© then, or be far ever. dumb; for from henceforth I 


* ſhall ſhut my Ears againſt the ſecret Whiſpers or 


public Accuſations of Brother againſt Brother. 

Philip having ſpoke theſe laſt Words with great eme- 

tion and an angry tone of Voice, all who were preſent 

li Tears, and continued à long time in mdurnful 
uence. ITS 


At laſt Perſeus ſaid, © I plainly perceive then, that 
* I ſhould have opened my Door in the dead ef 


4% Night, admitted the Aſſaſſins into my Houſe, and 
&* preſented my Throat to their Swords; ſince a Be- 
& ſief of Guilt is not to be entertained before the 
% Crime is perpetrated ; and ſince I, who have been 
* ſo inhumanly attacked, receive the ſame Reproaches 
« as the vile Aggreſſor. Well may it be ſaid, that 


* 


you have but one Son, this Demetrius, while I am 


<« treated as a Stranger, ſprung from a Concubine, 
% or even an Impoſtor. For, pardon me, Sir, did 
% your Breaſt glow with the Tenderneſs which a Fa- 
* ther ought to have for his Child, you would not 
<« think it juſt to inveigh ſo bitterly againſt me, (who 
& now complain, and not withaut reaſon, of the cruel 
“ Snares that have been laid to deſtroy me) but 
cc againſt the Man who formed the baſe Delign 3 or 
& would my Life appear of fo little Concern to you, 
c 25 not to be moved with the imminent Danger I 
have eſcaped; or with what may enſue, if my . 
mies are ſuffered to go unpuniſked. But if I muſk 
« die without being permitted to utter my Com- 
« plaints; be it ſo: In my 1 Moments I ſball 
« pray to the Gods, that the Crime which was begun 
& in the Deſign upon my Perſon, may likewiſe end 
de there, and not reach your ſacred Life. But if, (as 
„Nature herſelf inſpires thoſe who are attacked in a 
e ſtrange Place even to implore the Help of ſuch 
* whom 
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b hom they never ſaw before) when I ſee the threat - 


«ning Swords around me, I may be allowed to pour 
* forth a plaintive and ſupplicating Voice; I con- 
Ire you by the tender, the dear Name of Father, 
(which, whether I or my Brother have held in 
greater Reverence, you have long known) liſten 
to this my Complaint; as if awaked ſuddenly 
** from your Sleep by the Tumult of laſt Night, you 


had come upon us at that inſtant, and had taken 


Demetrius with his armed Confederates in the Fact. 
What I then ſhould have uttered under the ſevereſt 
Terror, I ſay to you now. 5 os 
„ Brother, it is long ſinde we have behaved to 
one another as Friends and Companions in any 
party of Pleaſure; and what has prevented this 
<* but your infatiable deſire to reign? which fell 
*« Purpoſe hath found an invincible Obſtacle in my 
«© Sentority, in the Law of Nations, the ancient 
*© Cuſtoms of Macedonia, and a ſtill ſtronger Cir- 
$ cumſtance, in the Will and Pleaſure of my Fa- 
ther. It is impoſſible for you to force theſe Bar- 
«< riers, and aſcend the Throne, but by imbruing 
„ your Hands in my Blood. To compaſs this horrid 
End, there is nothing you have left unattempted, 
but hitherto my own Vigilance or good Fortune 
© hath preſerved me from your unbrotherly and moſt 
«* cruel purpoſes. Yeſterday, at the Review and the 
* Ceremony of the Tournament that followed it, 
*© the Battle by your Contrivance had like to have 
proved bloody and fatal; and had I not ſuffered 
myſelf and Followers to give out in time, you 
« would certainly have ſent me to the Grave. From 
„this hoſtile Fight, as if it had been only from 
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© friendly Diverſion you inſidiouſly invited me to 
“ Supper. — Can you ſuppoſe, royal Sire, that I 
ſhould have met with unarmed Gueſts there, when 

« thoſe very Gueſts came arm'd upon me in the 
Night? Can you imagine, that at fo late an 
5 Hour 


a 


4 


- C6 


cc 


(c 


TB] 
* Hour 1 had no reaſon to apprehend danger from 
** their Swords, when in open day, and before your 
* Face, they had almoſt diſpatch'd me with their 
** Battoons ?— Why come you, Brother, at this 
unſeaſonable Hour, you, who are my profeſſed 
Enemy; and are conſcious that I have juſt reaſon 
to complain of your Conduct? and why thus 
accompanied with a Band of armed young Men ? 
Shall I, who thought it not ſafe to venture myſelf 
at your Entertainment, now receive you in my 
Houſe, when heated with the fumes of Wine you 
come thus powerfully attended? Certainly, my 
Father, had I open'd the Door, you would have 
been preparing to ſolemnize my Funeral, at this 
very Inftant in which you vouchſate to hear my 
Complaints. I advance nothing maliciouſly as an 
Informer, nor ſpeak I any thing by Conjecture 
only, and without Proof. For why? can Deme- 
trius deny that he came to my Door in a riotous 
Manner, accompanied as before alledg*d? I beg 
they may be ſent for, whom I ſhall name. They who 
„ dared ſuch an Attempt indeed, ſeem capable of 
* any thing; but it is impoſlible they ſhould have 
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e the Aſſurance to deny this Fact. Had I brought 


<« them before you, armed as they were, and taken 


& upon the Spot, you could not but have been fully 
% convinced of their Guiltz and ſurely their own 
« Confeſſiqn will be as ſtrong a Proof of it. 


% Pour out now your Imprecations on ſuch im- 


* pious Sons as dare aſpire to your Throne, and call 
* upon the Furies to puniſh fraternal Diſcord : but J 
6c 
* tions too blindly and at random. Conſider, if 
ce you pleaſe, and diſtinguiſh between the Innocent 
« and the Guilty, between the Treacherous and 


„him for whom the Snare was laid Know then this 


« was the Man who meditated the horrid Deſign of 
« murdering his Brother; and ict ſuch a one feel 
| & h 

che 


* 


beſeech you, royal Sir, not to vent your impreca- 
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the dire Effcbts f the Wrath of Goa, the Aver: 


gers of paternal Authority; while he, who by his 
Brother's Guilt was brought to the Brink of Deſtruc- 


tion, finds an Aſylum in the Tenderneſs and Juſtice 
of a Father: For where elſe can I fly for Suerour? 


when neither the Company at the Review, the Bo- 
lemnity of the Tournament, my owh Houſe, the 


Rights of a Feſtival, nor even the Hours of Night 


allotted by the Gods to the Repoſe of Man, evuld 


afford me the leaſt Security? Were I to accept 


my Brother's Invitation, Death is the Conſequente; 
nor leſs fatal would it be to me to receive him into 
my Houſe at midnight; whether I go then, of go 


not, equal danger ſurrounds me: Every ſtep I 
tread, my Life is in jeopardy z- to what Place then 
can I fly for ſafety ? = 8 | 
„I have devoted myſelf only to the Gods, and to 
you, my royal Father: and none elſe can I have 
recourſe to. The Romans wiſh nothing more ear- 
neſtly than my Ruin; becauſe they know l refent 
their Injuſtice to you z; and at fited with Indigna- 
tion, to ſee you diſpoſſeſt'd of ſo many Cities, 


and Dominions, and lately of the maritime 


Courts of Thrace ; and becauſe they cannot expect 
erer to be Maſters of Matedonis while you of I 
remain alive: They know that ſhould I die by my 
- Brother's Guilt, or Age bring you to the Grave, 
or ſhould they not wait the Courſe of Nature, that 
then the King and Kingdom of Macedonia would be 
at their Diſpoſal, „„ Th 
Had the Romans left you any City or Tefritoty 
without the Bounds of Macedonia, I might poſſibly _ 
have had an Opportunity of retiring to it: but 1 
know of no ſuch Aſylum. And if it be ſaid, that 
among the Macedenians I am powerfully enough 
protected; you yourſelf, royal Father, ſaw. but 
yeſterday with what animoſity and virulence fore 
<« of the Soldiers attack'd me, What was wanting 
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for my Deſtruction, but Swords of Steel? but 
* what they had not in the Day-time my Brother's 


* Gueſts took with them in the Night. And what 
** ſhall I fay of ſome of the principal Perſons in your 
„Court; who ground all their hopes of Grandeur, 
and better Fortune on the Romans, and on him 
* who is the Romans Darling? Truly they are not 
** aſhamed to prefer him not only to me, his elder 
Brother, but I may almoſt ſay it, to you who are 
© our King and Father. You muſt thank Demetrius, 


as they pretend, for the remiſſion of ſeverer Penal- 


<< ties from the Senate; It is he who now checks the 
©. Romans, and prevents their advancing, in a hoſ- 
<< tile manner, into your Kingdom; and who 
* fancies it to be juſt, that your old Age ſhould be 
thought to owe its Protection to his juvenile Con- 
* duct. Not only the Romans are on his ſide, but all 

<* the Cities which have been diſmember'd from your 

«© Dominions, and ſuch of the Macedonians as rejoice 

jn the new-made Treaty of Peace. But as for me, 

10] have no Protector, no Hopes, (and 1 glory in ſay- 

6 1ng it,) but in my royal Father. 5 

What do you judge to be the Aim and Deſign 

* of the Letters you lately receiv'd from T. Quintius, 

„ wherein he expreſly declares, that you acted pru- 


dently for your Intereſt, in ſending Demetrius to 


« Rome: Quintius has him at his beck, and tutors him 
sin every thing. Demetrius quite forgetting that you 
et are his Father, ſeems to have ſubſtituted Quintius 
e in your Place. It is there, in the City of Rome, 
«© where every ſecret and clandeſtine Deſign is form'd 
& againſt you; and to this purpoſe Quintius now or- 
ders you to ſend thither Demetrius, and a greater 


ov 


«© Number of Macedonian Nobility. They let out 


« perhaps with the moſt ſincere Attachment to your 
« Perſon and Intereſt, but cajoled by the courteous 
« Treatment they there meet with, they return with 
« different Sentiments, entirely diſaffected. Deme- 
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trius is all in all with them; they even preſume in 


his Father's Life-time to call him King. If I ſeem 


enraged at this, I am ſtraight accuſed not by others 
only, but by you, my royal Father, of aſpiring to 
the Throne. Let it come to Proof, I plead not 
guilty. For, whom ſhould [tranſplant | in that Caſe, 
in order to ſucceed him ? There 1s no one but my 


Father between me and the Throne; and I beſeech 


the immortal Gods that he may long continue ſo. 
If I happen to ſurvive him, be it only as I deſerve, 
and as he ſhall wiſh it to be; if it ſhall pleaſe him 
to make me his Heir to the Kingdom I ſhall ac- 
cept it. The moſt proper Perſon to be accuſed of 
aſpiring to the Throne, and of aſpiring to it in 
the moſt unjuſt and criminal manner, is he who 1s 


impatient to break the Order and Bands preſcribed ' 
according to Seniority, by Nature, by the Cuſtoms 


of Macedonia, and the Law of Nations. My el- 
der Brother, (ſays Demetrius to himſelf) to whom 
the Kingdom belongs both by Right of Seniority and my 
Father s Will, is an obſtacle to my ambitious Views, 
I muſt diſpatch him. I ſhall not be the firſt who has 
waded through a Brother*s Blood to the Throne, My 
Father in years and left with an only Son will be 
too much afraid for his own Life ts revenge the 
Death of him that is gone. The Romans will be 
pleaſed at ſeeing me on the Throne, they will applaud 
the Fact, and are able to ſupport me. I own, (my 
gracious Father) theſe wild Projects may be defcat- 
ed, but I am ſure they are not without Founda- 
tion. In a word I reduce all to this, it is in your 
power to ſecure my Lite by bringing thoſe to con- 
dign Puniſhment who came armed to aſſaſſinate 
me, but ſhould their Deſigns take effect it will not 
be in your power to reyenge my Death.“ 

As ſoon as Perſeus had ended his Speech, all that 


were preſent caſt their Eyes on Demetrius, intimating, 
that i it was now incumbent on him to anſwer this Ac- 


cuſation 


„ 


cuſation. But the young Prince being quite over- 


whelm'd with Sorrow, ſhedding a Flood of Tears, 
and ſeeming unable to ſpeak, a long Silence enſued. 
At laſt, being urg'd by his Friends, he made his 
Grief give way to Neceſſity, and ſpoke as follows. 

All the Advantages, royal Sir, which the Ac- 
„ culed generally have, have been foreſtalled by the 
“ Accuſer, His feigned Tears have render'd mine 
e ſuſpicious,” which, alas! are but too ſincere. Ever 
* ſince my Return from Rome, he and his Confede- 


rates have been laying Snares for me both Day and 
Night; and yet he repreſents me to you, not only 


& as a treacherous Perſon, but as a Robber and a 


„ Cut-throat. He endeavours to alarm you by the 


6 pretended Dangers that ſurround him, that he may 
„ haſten: by the ſame means the Deſtruction of his 
«© innocent Brother. He declares that he has no Re- 


I fuge, no Aſylum left, in order to 3 find- 


ing one in your Clemency and Juſtice. Thus cir- 
%“ cumvented, friendleſs and forlorn, he ſtrives to 
« make me odious, by reproaching me with a fo- 
« reign Credit and Support, which are rather preju- 
« dicial to me than ſerviceable.” . 

Odſerve I beſeech you, royal Sir, with what 
% inſidious Art he has blended and confounded the 


„ Tranſactions of laſt Night with every other Cir- 


« cumſtance of my Life, in order to raiſe a Suſpicion 
in you of my Conduct in general from this laſt Ac- 
e tion, the Innocence of which will ſoon be evident; 
* and alſo to ſupport by this idle Story of a nocturnal 
Attack the noleſs idle Accuſation of my harbouring 


e criminal Views, Hopes and Pretenſions. At the 


“ ſame time he has endeavoured to ſhew, that this 


“ Accuſation was by no means premeditated or pre- 


* pared, but only the effect of Fear occaſioned by 
* laſt Night's Tumult. — But, Perſeus, if I had at- 
* tempted to betray my Father and his Kingdom; if 
&« I had conſpired with the Romans, or other Enemies 
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of my. Father againſt the State, you ought not to 

« have waited the Opportunity of laſt Night's fictiti- 
* ous Tranſactions, but to have impeached me be- 
« fore this time of ſuch Treaſon. Or if the charge 
<« of Treaſon when ſeparated from this idle Story, was 
« altogether improbable, and could ſerve to no other 

« purpoſe but to prove how much you envy me and 
<& not to evidence my Guilt z you ought to have poſt- 
ce poned it, at leaſt not to have mentioned it now, 
r when the only Queſtion to be examined is, whether 
« by a new and fingular kind of Animoſity you laid 
4 Snares for me, or I for you, But I ſhall endeavour 
& as far as the Confuſion into which this fudden and 
& unforeſeen Accuſation will permit, to ſeparate 
& and diſtinguifh what you have ſo indiſcriminately 
&« thrown together; that it may be ſeen, whether the 
« treacherous Dealings of laſt Night belong more 
« properly to you or me.” 

e Perſeus aſſerts, that [ harbour'd a Deſig n to aſ- 
* ſaſſinate him, that, by the Death of my elder Bro- 
« ther, (to whom by the Law of Nations, the Cuſ- 
© toms of Macedonia, and even as he pretends by 
* your Determination the Crown belongs, ) even I, 
«© tho? the younger Son, might ſucceed to the Throne. 


* To what purpoſe then is that other Part of his Ora- 


< tion, where he declares, that I have been particu- 
« fjarly ſtudious to ingratiate myſelf with the Romans, 
1 wil to. have placed my Hopes of aſcending the 
« Throne in their Afiſtance? For if I thought the 
«© Romans were powerful enough 'to impole what 


King they pleaſed upon the Macedonians, and that 
e wasfo much in their Favour as not to doubt it for 


« myſelf, what need had I to commit Fratricide ? 
« From a Crown dyed with a Brother's Blood, what 
could I expect but to become odious and execrable, 
< even to thoſe with whom either by real or diſſem- 
& bled wy had acquired, (if ſuch was my good 
ome Credi and Authority ? Unleſs 
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« you can ſuppoſe. that Quintius, whoſe Counſels I am, 


e accuſed of following, and who is remarkable for 
« living in ſuch delightful Amity with his Brother, 


«© ſuggeſted to me the horrid Deſign of my imbruing 
„my Hands in my Brother's Blood. Per/eus has 


« likewiſe ſummed up all the Advantages by which, 
« as he would infinuate, I can promiſe myſelf a Su- 
* periority' over him, ſuch as the Eſteem of the Ro» 


© mans, the Suffrages of the Macedonians, and the al- 


moſt univerſal Conſent of Gods and Men; and yet 
at the ſame time as if I was inferior to him in all 
reſpects, he charges me with having recourſe to an 
Expedient, which none but the blackeſt Villain 
upon Earth could employ. Will you, gracious 
« Sir, have us judged by this Rule, that which ſo- 
&« ever of us two was apprehenſive that the other 
& would be thought more worthy of the Diadem ſhall 
« he declared the more likely Perſon to form a De- 
« ſign of murdering his Brother? 

hgBut let us come to Facts, and examine the Plan 
« and Order of the criminal Enterpriſe with which I 
& ſtand accuſed. Perſeus pretends that he has been 


e many times attacked, and yet the different Ways 
« of Attack are all compris'd in one day. I at- 


« tempted, as he ſays, to kill him in broad day-light 
« in the Battle that followed the ſacred Ceremony of 
<« the Review; I invited him to Supper with a de- 
ec fign to poiſon him, and went to his Houſe at night, 


“ as on a party of Pleaſure, with a body of armed Men 


ce reſolved to murder him. | 
Lou ſee, royal Sir, the Times I had pitched upon 
& for this horrid Fratricide, a Tournament, a Banquet, 
« a Party of Pleaſure, How venerable and ſolemn was 
« the Day! A Day on which the Army is review'd, 


« on which the reſplendent Arms of all the Macedo- 


« jan Monarchs are carried in the front of the Pro- 
46 ceſſion; and when we have the Honour to march 
« with you at the head of the whole Macedonian 
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& People. What! tho' purified by this auguſt Sa- 
ce crifice from all the Faults I at any time had com- 
* mitted, and having before my Eyes the ſacred Viec- 
tim through which we paſſed z was my Mind all. 
cc the while intent upon Poiſon, Daggers, and Fratri- 
<& cide? Defiled in ſuch a manner by Crimes of the 
« molt horrid Nature, by what Ceremonies, by what 
e Victim was it poſſible for me to purify my Soul ? 
“ But a Mind like my Brother's, blind with a Deſire 
ce to calumniate, and make every thing in me ſuſ- 
e peed, betrays and contradicts itſelf, For, Bro- 
«* ther, had I formed a Deſign of poiſoning you at 


 « a Banquet, how ill-judged would it have been 
„ to exaſperate you, and put you upon your guard. 


„by an obſtinate Battle, ſo as to prevent your 
« accepting, my Invitation, which accordingly you 
ce refuſed ? but ſurely after ſuch a Refuſal I had no- 
« thing to do but to endeavour to be reconciled to 


„ you; and. as I had prepared the Poiſon for you, 


e ought I not to have ſought another Opportunity of 


giving you the fatal Draught? Or can it be thought 


La 
* 


that I ſhould ſo ſuddenly change my Mind, and 
c attempt to aſſaſſinate you, under a Pretence of going 
« to your Houſe on a Party of Pleaſure? Could I 
reaſonably flatter myſelf with the Hopes, (taking it 
c for granted that your Fear prevented you from 


La 


e coming to the Banquet) that the ſame Fear would 


<& not induce you to refuſe me admittance into your 
«Hoey ID 5 e Sos a ö 
«« I preſume, Sir, I may confeſs to you without 
bluſhing, that in a day of Feſtivity and Rejoic- 
„ ing, being in Company with ſome young Gentle- 
“ men of my own Age, I drank more freely than 
c uſual. Inquire, I befeech you, how we ſpent our 
6 Time at the Feaſt, how full of Mirth we were, how 
e tranſported with thoughtleſs Gaiety, not a little 
e heightned with perhaps too indiſcrete a Joy, at the 
«© ſuppoſed Victory we had gained in the 8 
Rs TS | 6 e 
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. 
The Miſery and Danger of this unforeſeen Accuſa- 
tion have but too eaſily diſpelled the Fumes of 


Wine, or, ſuch terrible Aſſaſſins as we are, our 
Eyes had ſtill been cloſed in Slumbers. Had I 


formed a Reſolution to attack your Houſe with a 


view of murdering you, it would have been ftrange 
if I could not have abſtained from Wine, for one 
Day, and kept my Companions from the like 
Exceſs, L ELIT I 

&« But that it may not be thought, that I alone act 
with . Frankneſs and Simplicity, let us hear my 
Brother, whoſe Conduct is ſincere and undiſguiſed ; 


and who harbours not any unjuſt Suſpicion. Al, 


ſays he, that I know or complain of, is, that they 
came armed to my Houſe upon pretence of engaging in 
a Party of Pleaſure. Should I ask you how you 
came to know this, you will be forced to own, either 
that my Houſe was filled with your Spies, or elſe 
that my Attendants took up Arms in fo public a 
manner that it was known to every one. And 
now, that you may not ſeem to have formerly 
watched all my Motions, nor at this time to 
ground your Accuſation merely on Conjectures, 
you deſire that it may be asked of thoſe whom you 
ſhall name, whether People did not come armed to 
your Houſe ; that, as if this was a doubtful Circum- 
ſtance, after ſuch Inquiry they may be confidered as 
legally convicted upon their own Confeſſion. But 
is this the Queſtion ? You ought rather to inquire, 
whether they took up Arms to aſſaſſinate you, 
and whether this was done with my Knowledge, 
and at my Requeſt, This is what ought to be 
inquired into; not what they themſelves own pub- 
licly, and which is very manifeſt, that they toek 
up Arms in no other view than to defend them- 
ſelves. Whether they had or had not reaſon ſo to 
do, they will themſelves inform you. Do not 
blend and confound my Cauſe with theirs, for they 
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are quite diſtin and ſeparate, Or ſay, whether 
you think we intended to attack you openly or by 
Surpriſe; if openly, why did we not all take 
Arms? why were thoſe only armed who inſulted 
your Spy ? if by Surpriſe, how would it have been 
conducted? The Entertainment being over, and 
when J had left you, did the four Men in queſtion, 


who ſtaid behind, deſign to murder you in your 


Sleep? How was it poſſible for them to conceal 


themſelves in your Houſe, as they were Strangers, 


in my Service and very much to be ſuſpected, 
having been ſeen but a few hours before engaged in 
the Quarrel? Or how. could they think to have 
eſcaped had they murdered you ? Could four 
Men, however armed, make themſelves Maſters 
of your Houle? 3 | 


„But to leave this nocturnal Fiction, and to come 
to what pains you indeed, and which you have ſo 


much at Heart. M berefore, O Demetrius, (me- 
thinks I hear you ſay) do the People talk of making 


you King? why do ſome Perſons think you more 


worthy than I to ſucceed my Father ? . why do you 
render all my Hopes doubtful and uncertain, which, 
were it not for you, would bave been eſtabliſhed on the 
moſt ſolid Foundation ?—Such are the Reflexions 
which Perſeus revolves in his Mind, though he 
keeps them cloſe, It is this that makes him 
my Enemy and Accuſer : It is this that fills the 
Palace, and every part of the Kingdom with Suſ- 
picions and Acculations, If it does not become me, 
Sir, to entertain the leaſt Hopes of the Scepter, and 
perhaps I ought not to think of ever conteſting it, 
becauſe it is your Will and Pleaſure, that I ſhould 
yield to my elder Brother; it does not follow that 
I ought to- make myſelf appear unworthy of it, 
nor will I, either to you, my royal Father, or to 


+ the Macedonians : Far be ſuch Vileneſs from me: 


-.* I can 
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< ſelf ro renounce my Virtue and good Name, 
L qu reproach me with the Affection of the Romans, 
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I can. indeed, 8 Rive up what 
belongs to another, but I cannot prevail with my- 


7 


and impute that to me for a Crime which ought to 
be my Glory. It was not by my own Deſire that 
J was ſent to Rome, either at firſt as an Hoſtage, 
and afterwards as Embaſſador : This, Sir, you 
well know yourſelf : It was your Command, and 
I obeyed. And ſuch was my Conduct and Beha- 
viour there, that I think it cannot reflect the leaſt 


Diſhonour either to yourſelf, your. Crown, or Ma- 


cedonia, Yourſelf therefore, gracious Sir, occa- 


ſioned the Friendſhip that I have contracted with 
the Romans; and ſo long as you are at Peace with 
them, ſo long probably will our Friendſhip ſubſiſt. 


But ſhould War again break out, even I, though 1 


had once been a kindly-treated Hoſtage among 
them, and had there exerciſed the Functions of 


an Embaſſador, not diſadvantageous I hope to my 
Father, from that moment ſhould declare myſelf 
their moſt ſtrenuous Enemy. Nor do I now ask 
any Benefit on this Occaſion, from the Love which 
the Romans have for me; all 1 intreat is, that it 
may not be prejudicial to me. It was not begun in 
War, nor in War is it deſigned to ſubſiſt. For Peace 
was an Hoſtage, and to maintain that Peace an 


| Embaſſador; let neither of them, I pray, be con- 


ſidered in me as a Crime or a Merit. 


If I have violated in any manner the Reſpe& I 


owe to my Father; if I have formed any unnatural 


Defign againſt my Brother, let me be puniſhed as 


I deferve. * But if I am innocent, this I claim; that 
as I cannot be convicted of the leaſt Guilt, I may 
not fall a Sacrifice to Envy. This is not the firſt 


time that I have been accuſed by my Brother, but 


it is the firſt time he hath attempted it in fo public 
a manner, though without the leaſt F e 
I . 1 * ai ry 66 AS 
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« ih my V babe exaſa perated * "3 it 24 
be your Duty, as the be. kit ly to intercede for 

* your, younger Brother; to ſolicit his Pardon, 10 
* intreat that ſome ray mig ht. be ſhewn; to his 
*. Youth, and that a Fault ata, merely t throug h 


do. Inadyertency might be .qyerlooked. , But bo 9 I 


* 2 might naturally have expected Safety, 1 I find Ruin 


9 cr and; Deſtiution.,. 1 


. a ho? ſcarce awake, * a Fell 10 Party, of 


7 Pleaſure, Tam dragged. here on a i to anſwer 
* a Charge of, Fratricide; and, am forced to plead 
o 1 5 own Cauſe, without a; Counſellor, without a 


"7 -* Friend to aſſiſt me. Had I been to ſpeak 1 in favour 
of angther, I ſhould have taken time to prepare 

* « pd compoſe my Diſcourſe, . and. yet, on ſuch an 
L 4 Jhould. have hazarded my Re utation 

5 only Bit now, 8 knowing, t e. Cauſe for 
« which To am order d to appear, in this Place, I hear 


25 an offended, Father commanding me to make. my 


Defence, and a Brother charging me with the moſt 


= horrid ne Perſeus has had all the Time he 


. Surpris'd, by ſuch a; 
cc tion, I could ſcarce comprehend what was laid to 


< could delire to prepare bis Agcuſation, whilſt un- 


be happy I. did not ſq pychgs Know what the uſineſs 
4 was, till the very inſtant the Accuſation was brought 
44 againſt me... In this haſty moment ought J. - * 


5: attentive to my, Acct .. Or teh ne an Apolog 
1 0 ang un 5 5 Ken 


my. Charge, ſo far from being able to know how 
* to make a Defence. What Hopes cal] ] have, 
„What Refuge could I ex was it not that 
* royal Father is to be the Judge? He may 
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a greater Affection for my Brother, as the . 1 
*. but he owes more compaſſion to me, 25 being, the 

Party accuſed, | ; I cones Jou, royal Sir, to pre- 
« ſerve my. Life for your. own fake as well as mine: 
„ while Perſeus inſiſts upon your ſacrificing me to his 
4 e ſkfety. . can you think will become of 19 

| when 
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* demands your Favour in Preference [2,405 8500 leſs 
« Priee than my Blood?! 
While Demetrius was · making this 5 Defence, his 


Wards were: continually. interrupted by deep.Sighs and 


Groans intermixd with Tears. Hhilip, diſmiſſing 
both of them for a while, conſulted with his tu 
Friends, and then ordering them to be called in again, 
be told them, I will hot pronounce Sentence on 
b- this Affair, from mere Words, and a few tranſient 
e es, but from the Inquiry 1 ſhall. make-1 into 
« your! Conduct; from your Behaviour in every par- 
<< ticular, and from your Words as well as 7 4 
This Judgment ſhewed plainly enough, that althoug 

Deineirinrihad: ſufficjently cleared himſelf wi 72 50 
to the Charge of èndeavouring to take away his. Bro- 
ther's Life, Philip however ſtill ſuſpected , 050 on ac- 


count of the Favour, he bad gamed. among the 
Romans. 


And accondingly; fone time - 4 this, the King 
ſent” Philocles and Apelles as his EMmbaſſadors to Romez 
not. ſo much with a Delign of employing them 1 in any 
Negotiation, as to inquire how the Inhabitants af 
that City ſtood affected cowards Demetrius, how they 
had received this Charge of Perſeus againſt him, Ls | 
what he had ever ſaid, particularly to Quintius, wit 
regard to the Succeſſion to the Throne. Philip had 
choſen theſe two Men for this Buſineſs, . becauſe he 
looked them as neuters in this Quarrel, and as 
Men attached to neither Party ; but they were ſecretly 
Per ſeus's faſt Friends; and were engaged with him in 
his Conſpiracy. Demetrius, who knew nothing of 
What was tranſacting, (bis Brother's Accuſation ex- 
” ed,) at firſt enter tained ſome ſmall hopes of pa- 
ing his Father; but when he ſaw that his Brother 
9 38 ingfofſed his favour, and that he could not 
have the leaſt Acceſs to him, he began to deſpair. 
And all chat he now .cndeayoured Wie keep a 
ENF 12 | 43 fog | „ ' -Þ H - , watchful 
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e 
watchful Guard over his Words and Actions, in or- 
der to ſhun all occaſions of Suſpicion and Envy. He 
was particularly cautious not to mention the Name of 
the Romans, or to hold the leaſt Correſpondence with 
them, even by Letter; knowing it was this that 
chiefly incens'd the Mind of his Father, and was inter- 


preted highly criminal. He ought indeed to have 


taken theſe Precautions ſooner; but this young Prince, 
who had little Experience, and was frank and ſincere 
in all things, judging of others from himſelf, ima- 
gin'd he had nothing to fear from the diſſembled 
Affections of a Court, with whoſe Intrigues and Ar- 
tifices he ought to have been better acquainted. 

Philip from a vulgar Opinion, which prevailed in 
Macedonia, that from the top of Mount Hæmus, the 
Black Sea and the Adriatic, as alſo the Danube and 
the Alps, might he diſcovered, - was curious to have 


an . ocular Demonſtration of it; imagining that this 


Proſpect might be of ſervice to him in the De- 
ſign he meditated, of making 1taly the Seat of 
War. Having inquired of thoſe who knew the Way 
concerning his aſcending Mount Hemus, and being 
told that it was impoſſible to carry an Army with 
him, and that the Way would be very difficult even 
for a few and thoſe light armed; as it were to amuſe 
Demetrius with familiar Diſcourſe, whom he in- 
tended not to take with him, he ask'd him, what be 
thought of this Expedition, and whether it was. better 
10 perſue his Deſign or lay it gſide; but that if be went, 
he would have him remember what Antigonus had done 
on the like Occaſion, when be refuſed to take all his Sons 


aboard with him, leſt by any Accident on the Sea the 


Line ſhould be extinf# : So that as be intended to take 
Perſeus with him, be doubted not but that Demetrius 
would be ſatisfied to flay behind, as his only Hope and 
Guard in Macedonia, Demetrius ſaw through this 
Excuſe, but to prevent all Jealouſy: thought it not 
proper to diſobey his Father, who had ordered him 

1nta 
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| into Maredonia,. and that Didas, the Goin of 
Pzonia,. and one of the King's chief Officers, ſhould 
eſcort him thither, Now this Governor. was a Crea- 
ture of Perſeus, who had taughtthim his Leſſon per- 
fectly; and had exhorted him above all things to in- 
ſinuate himſelf as artfully as poſſible into the good 
Graces of the young Prince, that he might diſcover 
all his Secrets. 

Didas executed his Commiſſion but too well, He 
agreed to every thing that Demetrius faid, lamented 
his hard Fate, ſeemed to dereſt the Injuſtice and In- 
ſincerity of his Enemies, who repreſented him, on 
all occaſions, in the moſt odious Light to his Father ; 
and offered to ſerve him to the utmoſt of his Power, 
Demetrius however, under great Diſcontent, was re- 
ſolved to fly to the Romans. He fondly imagin'd that 
Heaven had now given him the Opportunity, ſince it 
was neceſlary-to paſs through Pæonia, of which Didas, 
as before obſerv'd, was Governor: And accordingly 
he revealed the Deſign to him. Didas without lols 
of time ſent Advice of, this ro Perſeus, and the latter 
inform'd the King of it; who having undergone in- 
expreſſible Fatigues in his Journey up Mount 
Hemus, was return'd with no better Information from 
his Inquiry, than he carried with him. . The Mo- 
narch however and his Attendants did not think it 

proper to refute the vulgar Opinion ; in all probabi- 
lity that he might not expoſe ſo ridiculous a Journey 
to the public Laugghter. Be that as it will, he was 
employ'd in the Siege of a City called Petra, when 
the News abovemention'd was brought him. Herodorus 
Demetrius's boſom-friend was immediately ſeized, and 
ſtrict Orders were given to keep a watchful Eye over 

the young Prince. 
Philip, at his return to Macedon fell into a deep 
Melancholy, This laſt Attempt of Demetrius went to 
his Heart. He thought it proper however to wait 
till the return of the Embaſſadors whom he had ſent 
to 
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to Rome, and who had been thoroughly inſtructed 
before oo ett Ma | | 
what had been dictated to therh ; and mofeover pre. 
{ſented the King with a forged Letter ſealed" with the 
counterfeit Seal of T. Quintius, in which he deſired 


nnonardel Expreſſuons tobich mipht baue cſenped bim 
B12/relpett ts Succeſſon to the Crotem; aſſuring him; 
that he would not engage in any Attempt contrary to the 
Tits of Conſangutnity' and Nulure; and he concluded 
with obſerving, at it war 'ntver in bis' Thouphts Th 
give Bim ſuch Counſel, This Letter 'confirm*d'till'that 

erſeus had advanc'd againſt his Brother. Herodorn; 
was put to the Torture, and died ori the Rack, with- 
viit charging his Maſter with any thing 
Perſcio again acciſſed his Brotlier before the King. His 


having projected a Deſign of flying to the Ronand thio- 


Peæonid, and of bribing certain Perſons to a&compaty 
him in his Flight, were urg d againſt him with much 
Vehemency; but what gave him che greateſt Blow was 
the forg'd Letter of Quntius. His Father neverthet 
leis did not declare himſelf publicly againft him, re- 
Tolving to make away with him by ſecret Treachery; 
not ſo much but of regard to his Son, but left the 
Noiſe, which the bringing him to Execution would 
make, ſhould diſcover too vifibly the Deſigns he pro- 
jected againſt Rome. At his leaving Thzſaionica there- 
fore to go to Drmetrias, he commanded Didas pri- 
vately to diſpatch the young Pripce. And uccord- 
Tngly having taken Demetrius with him into Pont, 
he poiſon'd him at an Entertainment that was rade 
after a Sacrifice, either real or pretended. Demetrius 
had no fooner drank the deadly Draught, but he 
was ſeized with violent Pains. He withdrew to 
his Apartment, complaining bitterly of his Father's 
Cruelty, and loudly charging his Brother with the 
Crime f Fratricide, and Didas with his harbarous 
Treachery. His Pains increaſing, two of 'Didas's 


' | "Domeſtics 


left Matedbn. They reported exaftly 


Phitih,” #ot to be offended at hij Sen Demetrius for ſome 
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Domeſtics F the Room, threw bee over 
his head, and ſtifled him. 8 was the End of 


n 


= N as. uſual, began to 3 themſelves, 


from the Expectation that he would ſoon be their 


King, gave him no leſs Pain. It was infinitely ſhock- 
ing to him to ſee his old Age deſpiſed, . waiting 
Aich the utmoſt Impatience for it, and others declaring 
themſelyes already without any Reſerve. 
Among thoſe who had Acceſs to him, Antigonus 
held the firſt Rank. He was Nephew of that Anti- 
gonus who had been Philip's Guardian in his Minori- 
ty, and under that Name and in that e had 
reigned ten Years. This worthy Man, chag always 
continued firmly attached as well: by Inclination as 
Duty to his Sovereign, in the midſt of . the 00 wee 
and, 'Cabals of the Court. Perſeus canſequently. never 
cared for him, but this inviolable Attachment to his 
Father made him his profeſſed. Enemy. Antizonus 


plainly. perceived the Danger he ſhould be expoſed. to 
when that Prince e aßen to the Crown, , Al 
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his Sentiments and 1 Cepptane and fact gh avs 
them new, Force. And as Truth always leaves ſome 
Footſteps by whiek it may be diſcerned, he uſed his 


utmoſt 
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utmoſt Endeavours to trace out the ſecret Intrigues of 
Perſeus's Conſpiracy. 

The chief Perſons Seren in the black Affair, 
and moſt juſtly to be ſuſpected, were Apelles and Philo- 
cles, who were ſent Embaſſadors to Rome, and had 
brought from thence as in the Name of Quintius, the 
Letter which had proved ſo fatal to the young Prince. 
It was indeed generally whiſpered at Court, that this 
whole Letter was forged, but ſtill there was no Proof 
of it. Very luckily Xychus, who had been Secretary 
to the Embaſſy of Apelles and Pbilocles, fell into Com- 
pany with Antigonus, who immediately put him under 
an Arreſt, carried him to the Palace, and leaving him 
under a ſtrong Guard, went to Philip, to whom he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf in theſe Words. * 1 imagined, royal 
<« Sir, that it would be a great Pleaſure to you to be 
< certified in the Opinion you ought to have of your 
«© two Sons, and which of them it was that made an At- 
* * terprupen the other's Life. You have now in your 

power the Man who is beſt able to give you an Ac- 
© count of the whole Affair, and that is Hebus. He is 
here in your Palace, if you are pleaſed to order him 
ec before you.” Aychus, being immediately brought 
in, at firſt denied every thing, but he ſpoke fo faintly, 
that it was evident he would make a full Diſcovery, if 
in the leaſt intimidated. Accordingly the inſtant thar 
the Officer of Juſtice appeared, he ſubmitted, and re- 
vealed the whole Intrigue of the Embaſſadors, and 
even the Share he himſelf had in it. Philecles, who 
happen'd to be in Court, was immediately ſeized ; but 
Apelles, who was abſent, hearing that Aychus had 
made a full Confeſſion fled to Tlaly. Hiſtory does not 
inform us of the Particulars which were extorted from 
| Philocles. Some ſay, that he reſolutely at firſt denied 
the Charge, but that being confronted with Xychas, 
he was utterly confounded ; others affirm, that he 
bore the Torture with the utmoſt Fortitude, and aſ- 

ſerted his Innocence to the laſt . All theſe things 
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only exaggerated the old King; a Father equally 


* 


wretched, whether he turned his Reflexions to his 


murdered Son, or to him who was till living. 
Perſeus being informed that his whole Plot was diſ- 
covered, knew too well his own Power and Credit to 


think it neceſſary to ſecure himſelf by Flight. The 


only Precaution he rook. was to abſent himſelf from 
Court as long as his Father ſhould live, in order to 
withdraw himſelf from his warm Reſentment. 

Nor did Philip think himſelf able at that time to 
ſeize Perſeus and bring him to condign Puniſhment, 
All that he could propoſe was to prevent his enjoying 
with impunity the Fruits of his inhuman Guilt. He 
hereupon ſent for Antigonus, to whoſe great care he 
owed the Diſcovery of the Conſpiracy ; and whom he 
Judged very well qualified, both on account of his 


bias Merit, and of his Uncle Antigonus's recent 


ame and Glory to fill the Macedonian Throne : And 
thus he ſaid, Being reduced to the deplorable Neceſ- 
« ſity of wiſhing what other Fathers deteſt as a moſt 
« dreadful Calamity, that I had been childleſs; I am 
% now reſolving to bequeath you a Kingdom which 
I owe to the Guardianſhip of your Uncle, and 
„ which he not only preſerved by his Fidelity, but 
« enlarged conſiderably by his Valour. I know no 
Man worthy of the Crown but yourſelf. And were 
& there none capable of wearing it with Dignity, I 
« had rather it ſhould be loſt for ever than that Per- 
« /eus ſhould have it as the Reward of his impious 
«* Perfidy. Methinks I ſhall ſee Demetrius riſe from 
e the Sepulchre, and reſtored to the longing Eyes of 
e his Father, if Ican be ſo happy as to ſubſtitute you 
in his place; you the only Perion who bewailed the 
„ untimely Death of my dear Son, and the unhappy 
& Credulity which proved his Deſtruction”. 
Alter this, Philip beſtowed the higheſt Honours on 


Antligonus, and took every opportunity of producing 


him in the moſt advantageous Light to the public. 
- E | W hilft 
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Whitſt Perſeus reſided in Thrace, Philip made à Tour 


through ſeveral Cities of Macedon, and recotnmended 
Antigonus to all the Noblemen of the greateſt Diſtinc- 


tion, with the utmoſt Zeal and Affection; and it 


is very probable, that if Fate had allowed him 
a longer Life, he would have put him in poſſeſſion 
of the Throne. Having left Demetrias, he made a 
conſiderable ſtay in Tbe abe, from whence he went 
to Ampbipolis, where he fell dangerouſly ill. But the 
Phyſicians declared that his Sicknels Pee more 
from his Mind than his Body. Grief kept him con- 
tinually awake; and he frequently imagined, in the 
dead of Night, that he ſaw the Ghoſt of the ill-fated 
Demetrius reproaching him with his Death, and call- 


ing down Curſes on his Head. Thus bewailing one 


of his Sons with a ſhower of Tears, and venting bitter 
Imprecations againſt the other, he expired, having 
reigned forty three Years. | | 


Antigonus, in all likelihood, would have been raiſed 


to the Throne, had the King's death been immediately 
divulged. But Calligenes the Phylician, who preſided 
in all the Conſultations, did not ſtay till the King had 
breathed his laſt; the very inſtant he ſaw that it was 
impoſſible for him to, recover, he diſpatched Couriers 
to Perſeus, it having been agreed between them that he 
ſhould keep ſome in readineſs for that Purpoſe ; and 
he concealed the King's death from every one without 
the Palace, till Perſeus appeared, whoſe ſudden arrival 


ſurpriſed all People; and who then took poſſeſſion of 


the Crown which he had laboured for with ſuch guilty 
Ambition. 

He reigned eleven Years ; the four laſt of which 
were employed in War againſt the Romans, for which 
he had made Preparations from his acceſſion to the 
Throne. At laſt Paulus Æmilius overcame him in a 
famous Battle near the City of Pydna, and having 
taken him Priſoner, whatever Inclination he had to 
ſerve him, he could do no more for him than to pro- 
N cure 
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eure his not being ſent to a public Priſon. Per/eus 

therefore with his Son Alexander were carried, after 

having been led in P to Alu, where by an 
u 


Order of the Senate he was ſupplied with Money and 
Attendants; but moſt Authors agree, that by abſtain- 
ing from Food he occaſioned his own death; which put 
an end to the Kingdom of Macedon; it being ſoon 
after reduced into a Province to the Romans * : And it 
is faid his Son was forced to learn the Trade of a 
Smith to get his Living, | | 


* About the Year 6f the World 3838. Before J. Chriſt, 166. 
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